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Greenwood International School 

Elementary  

 
English Department Policy 2017-18 

 
UAE Vision 2021 National Agenda has rightly pointed out that education is a 
fundamental element for the development of a nation and the best investment in the 
youth. Furthermore, the National Agenda has set as a target that our students rank 
among the best in the world in Reading, Mathematics and Science. Keeping the same 
focus in mind Elementary English Department is working its way to ensure that the 
National Educational targets are achieved. 
The primary focus has been shifted to Informational Text reading (Sports, animals, 
Science, History, travel, geography, space etc.) and Comprehension which in turn will 
alleviate scores in International benchmarking tests of our students. The Elementary 
School curriculum is aligned with Common Core State Standards and follows a Standard 
based grading scale with a significant amount of Reading of Informational text. Reader’s 
workshop for purposeful reading and the Writers Workshop for scaffolded and 
purposeful writing incorporated in the English curriculum is already showing good 
results in the Reading and writing quality of Elementary students. Technology is 
integrated throughout the curriculum and supported by ICT teachers. 
 

Broad teaching aims of the Elementary English Department are 
as follows: 
 

 To develop students’ skills and knowledge and raise their attainment in English 
and to provide a balanced study of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

 To instill in students, the ability and confidence to communicate clearly, 
appropriately and with effective accuracy to a variety of audiences through 
speaking and writing. 

 To provide an opportunity to understand the importance of language 
competencies for a variety of purposes: for learning, for personal development, 
for participation in society, for communication and interaction with others in a 
variety of social and intercultural settings in keeping with the multicultural ethos 
of Dubai. 

 To contribute to pupils intellectual, emotional and social growth. 
 To develop cross-curricular skills such as research, analysis, evaluation, reporting 

and presenting. 
 To encourage students to explore and enjoy reading literature and appreciate its 

contribution to aesthetic and imaginative growth by providing engaging, 
interactive and motivational lessons. 

 To develop various reading skills that stress on critical-thinking, problem-
solving, and analytical skills that are required for success in college, career, and 
life. 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/
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 To enable student to acquire the necessary linguistic competence required for 

college readiness. 
 
 

Assessment Calendar 
 

Dates Assessments 
 

10th Sep-14th Sep’17 

 

Screening tests 

1st Oct- 5th Sep’17 

 

            No FA 

                       FA 1 (G2-5) 

 
                        FA 1 (G1) 

15th Sep-19th Sep’17                         FA 2 (G1-5) 

OCT                     FALL MAP window 

29th Oct-2nd Nov’17                         FA 3 (G1-5) 
 

12th Nov-16th Nov’17                         FA 4 (G1-5) 
 

26th Nov-30th Nov’17                         MDPW-1 

4th Dec.-14th Dec’17 Summative Assessment -I 

  
14th Jan-18th Jan’18                        FA 5 (G1-5) 

                         
28th Jan-1st Feb’18                         FA 6 (G1-5) 

                         
FEB                   WINTER MAP window 

11th Feb-15th Feb’18                         FA 7 (G1-5) 
                         

4th Mar-8th Mar’18                         MDPW-2 

11th Mar-15th Mar’18 Summative Assessment -II 

  
8th Apr-12th Apr’18                        FA 8 (G1-5) 

 
29th Apr-3rd May’18                         FA 9 (G1-5) 

                         
MAY               SPRING MAP window 

13th May-17th May’18                         FA 10 (G1-5) 
                         

27th May-31st May’18                         MDPW-3 

10th Jun-18th Jun’18 Summative Assessment -III 
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Grade Distribution  
 
The continues assessments in the form of Formative Assessments are graded by 
LOM (level of Mastery) viz. FM (Fully meeting), PM (Partially meeting ), and NM (Not 
meeting) standards. 
 
Measures of student progress are transparent and translatable across Elementary. 
Grading include, LOM scale, numeric grades (e.g. 1‒100) translated into alpha grades 
(e.g. A‒F), 
 
 

Course Description and Syllabus 
 

Separately attached 
 
 

Notebooks 
 
Students maintain 2 English Notebooks. The “Journal” is used for “free writing” and for 
Creative writing using standard writing genres chosen for the term. The 
Spelling/Vocabulary notebook is used for Spelling practice and for using Target 
Vocabulary words in sentences. 
 
Writing Rubrics and checklists provide clear expectations for writing to the students. 
They are encouraged to decorate and personalize their Journals. Writing pieces are 
checked and positive comments provided. 
 

Reading 
 
The Readers Workshop approach in Elementary classrooms lead to purposeful reading 
and thus make reading meaningful to our young students. 
 
Students complete “Book Reports” for the books they read in the library and sometimes 
take home. They are encouraged to choose books of their choice for “Reading for leisure. 
 
The Writers’ Workshop approach to writing ensures scaffolded and structured writing 
approach. 
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RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI) 

 

Response to Intervention (RtI) is a multi-tiered instruction and intervention model that 

promotes identification of students in need of additional support based on MAP tests 

done thrice during the year (Fall/Winter/Spring). 

 RtI is designed to provide Tier II students with access to high-quality, effective, 

research-based instruction and differentiated supports. Students are provided with 

increasingly intensive interventions, as needed, with the goal of academic recovery in 

reading and Language. 

Student performance is regularly to ensure that interventions and supports are adjusted 

accordingly based on evidenced student needs. Regular push-ins and pull-out sessions 

are provided. 

Students who do not make progress in Tier I (in the classroom) are provided with 

additional instructional support in Tiers II and/or III. This can mean more time 

(frequency and/or duration), smaller group size or individual instruction, or a more 

intensive focus on the specific area(s) in which the student is having difficulty. In Tier II 

intervention, students receive intervention in addition to regular classroom instruction. 

Typically, the student is taught in a small group outside of the classroom program and, 

instruction is provided by someone other than the classroom teacher using more 

intensive, research-based techniques. In Tier III intervention, students receive more 

frequent and intensive support than in Tiers I or II, sometimes on an individual basis, 

and provided by a certified specialist, such as a reading or special education teacher. 

 

RtI Referral Flow Chart 

RTI model of problem solving has three tiers: tier 1 is high quality instructional program 

for all students; tier 2 is targeted interventions for children who are not making typical 

or expected progress; and tier 3 is individualized specialist support, typically through 
special education.  

The RTI Coordinator with her team will support the 2nd tier model of progressive 

interventions for language, literacy, and mathematics.  Typically, all students are given 

Tier 1 and some Tier 2 interventions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
If progress registered, student moves to Tier I 

otherwise referred to SEN Dept. 
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Performance Report and follow up on Progress 

The parents receive the student Portfolios after every other week which include samples 

of skill-based Formative Assessments and the clear indication of LOM (Level of 

Mastery) attained by students towards the CCSS standards per skill. This is followed by 

a Standard-based Summative assessment at the end of every term. 

Parents can meet their child’s teachers by following the walk- in meetings schedule and 

scheduled meetings. Teachers follow up on their students in close partnership with the 

English HOD and inform parents as and when required. 

SEN students are typically supported based on their IEPs and tested with distinct 

accommodations and modifications. 

Teacher/parent has Concern/s or student has failing 
grades. 

Parent contacted by teacher about concern/s (phone, 
e-mail or in person), and submits information to RTI 

Coordinator. 

RTI Coordinator, HODs do fidelity checks and closely 
monitor student progress 

RTI Coordinator, HOD, teacher schedule parent 
meeting 

 
RTI Coordinator and Teacher develop the ISR 
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MAP tests (Fall/Winter/Spring) are conducted thrice a year with clear personal growth 

tracked of every individual student and supported and enriched as needed. SEN and the 

RTI model ensures that Tier II and Tier III students show upward growth in these tests 

by scaffolding their learning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


